Economics and Trade
The first stretch of the line carries it across the White
Nile at Kosti to Sennar on the Blue Nile, serving the
gum region of eastern KLordofan and the cattle-trade of
the White Nile Baggara.
At Sennar the railway bifurcates, the main line following
the Blue Nile to Khartoum and on to Atbara, where it
forks again to Wadi Haifa and Port Sudan, while the
branch makes a circuit through Kassala province and joins
the Port Sudan line at Haiya. The main line carries
the Gezira crops of cotton, cotton-seed and grain, and
coffee from Western Abyssinia, while the branch takes
the gum, oil-seeds and grain from the Qedaref region,
the cotton-crop of the Gash delta, and much of the dom-
nut trade.
From Atbara to Port Sudan, the railway is merely
overcoming the obstacle of the desert already described.
This portion of the line, taken by itself, is entirely un-
economic and, but for a local traffic between Atbara and
Abu Hamed, the same condemnation applies to the haul
from Atbara to Wadi Haifa. The small branch-line from
Abu Hamed to Kareima is of trifling economic value.
At Wadi Haifa the railway ends and a steamer service
makes connection with the Egyptian State Railways at
ShellaL Goods carried to Egypt by this route are there-
fore subject to two handlings, corresponding to those a&
Port Sudan and Suez undergone by exports taking the
way of the Red Sea, but, if Cairo is the destination, the
latter route is the more economical. Cattle, however,
generally follow the Nile, since the Egyptian Government,
fearing the introduction of animal diseases into the Delta,
object to the passage of Sudan animals through Lower
Egypt. Dates from Haifa and Dongola provinces am
carried lately by boat to Wadi Haifa and therefore also
take the northern route,
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